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(Washington, D.C.) – U.S. Representative Chet Edwards today supported a bipartisan override
of the president’s veto of H.R. 2419, the 2009 Farm Bill. The $289 billion bill makes critical
investments in American food and farm economy and passed the House 317 to 109, achieving
the two-thirds margin necessary to override the veto.   

“I supported the veto override because I believe our family farmers and ranchers have a right to
make the investments necessary to produce their crops. To go on much longer without a Farm
Bill in place, without knowing what the rules of the game are would harm our farmers and
ranchers, the backbone of America. This bipartisan Farm Bill will strengthen American
agriculture to meet the 21st century needs of the United States and provide a safe, low cost
food supply for American families,” said Edwards, a member of the House Rural Working
Group.   

“Americans still spend the lowest percentage of their income in the world for the safest food
supply because of the success of the programs under the Farm Bill. If you don’t like the high
cost of gas because of the U.S. dependence on foreign OPEC oil, just imagine how high food
prices would be if the U.S. was dependent on foreign farms for our food supply,” said Edwards.  

The most significant provisions of the 2009 Farm Bill:   

• Includes significant funding for the price sensitive safety net that is the centerpiece of farm
programs which provides supplemental income when farmers are struggling.   

• Reforms disaster assistance to make it a permanent, paid for program for farmers with crops
stricken by natural disasters such as drought and flood.   

• The Farm Bill begins to transition biofuels beyond corn by reducing the current tax credit for
corn-based ethanol by six cents per gallon and creating a new tax credit to promote production
of cellulosic biofuels.   

• Reduces the cap for non-farm income by 80%, to $500,000, and puts in place the first-ever
cap for farm income at $750,000 for fixed direct payments.   

• Funds nutrition programs that help 38 million American families afford healthy food   

• The Farm Bill invests $1 billion in renewable energy focusing on new technologies and new
sources, including $320 million in loan guarantees for biorefineries that produce advanced
biofuels and a new program to encourage the production of new biomass for cellulosic ethanol
and other energy production, helping producers learn how to harvest, store, and transport
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biomass to bioenergy facilities.   

The Senate is also expected to override the president’s veto, which would enact the complete
Farm bill into law.   
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